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have been for so many years hostile to the other half, not a
word is spoken, and Lord F. never speaks himself.' On one
occasion, the Bishop says, a long silence was broken by the
Speaker, who suddenly called for a bumper < to the immortal
memory of King William, who delivered us from popery.' Cooke
wrote to Lord Westmorland constant accounts of the proceed-
ings of the Lord Lieutenant, which were probably laid before
Ministers in England, and which give a vivid picture of the
consternation and indignation that prevailed. The Ponsonbys,
he said, were now all-powerful, and boasted that the kingdom
was in their hands. Everything was managed by the Lord
Lieutenant, Lord Milton, the two Ponsonbys, Grattan, and
Yelverton. The Ponsonbys will now secure their old friends,
gain many new ones, and make government impracticable in
any form not connected with them. Lord Fitzwilliam is laying
'the crown at the feet of Ned Byrne [of the Catholic Com-
mittee], by offering him full powers on the three conditions
of supporting the war, which the committee have hitherto-
opposed ; of opposing parliamentary reform, to which they are
pledged; and of supporting the peace of the country, which
they have notoriously disturbed these four years.' c The uni-
versal idea is, that what is proposed must inevitably lead to
union or separation.' ' Mr. Pitt seems to have tied all the old
friends of Government to the stake, for Lord Fitzwilliam to flog.'
'Mr. Pitt's character depends upon his support of Mr. Beres-
ford.' The dismissal of Beresford is c one of the sorest wounds
English Government could receive.' c Whatever Government
shall take place in England, it must in Ireland crouch to Grattan.
and the Ponsonbys. They have at length defeated the Crown.
They have rooted up all confidence in the Crown, and all confi-
dence in any minister deriving from the Crown.7 For himself,
he says, after twenty-five years of service, and after all his
fidelity to Mr. Pitt, he had lost 1,3UOZ. a year c by this new
system of coalition and cordiality.'l

While these things were happening in Ireland, the political
horizon of Europe was rapidly darkening. The close of 1794
saw the great coalition against France, torn by division and
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